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PH 600 
SUFFERING, TRAGEDY, AND CHRISTIAN FAITH 
Spring 2004 
Jerry L. Walls 
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 To learn to love God more fully and become more thoughtful and articulate witnesses to 
 Christian truth by: 
 
 1. understanding the various dimensions of the problem of evil and why it has posed 
such a challenge to Christian faith; 
 
 2. evaluating how Christian thinkers, both classical and contemporary, have responded 
to the problem; and 
 
 3. gaining insight into the personal, existential, and pastoral dimensions of the problem 
in order to equip us to deal constructively with it in our own lives and in the lives of 
those to whom we minister. 
 
 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
 
 1. Since this is primarily a seminar course, it is assumed that everyone will read the 
assignments before class and come prepared to make significant contributions to the 
discussion.  “AS MAN SHARPENS IRON, SO ONE MAN SHARPENS 
ANOTHER.”   (Proverbs 27:17)) 
 
 2. Class attendance is required.  Two (2) absences are permitted. 
 
 3. A 5,000 word essay on a topic of your choice related to theodicy.  
 NUMBER  THE  PAGES. 
 
TEXTS 
 
 1. Marilyn McCord Adams,  Horrendous Evils and the Goodness of God. 
 
 2. Michael Peterson, ed.,  The Problem of Evil: Selected Readings. 
 
 3. Jerry L. Walls,  Hell: The Logic of Damnation. 
 
 4. Nicholas Wolterstorff,  Lament For A Son. 
 
 5. Reading Packet 
 
 
 
 
DAILY ASSIGNMENTS 
 February 10 Introduction 
 
 
 
12 Peterson 
 
1 – 37 
 
17 Peterson 
Walls, “Hume on Divine Amorality” 
 
39 - 56; 
READOMG  PACKET 
19 Peterson 57 – 86 
 
24  89 – 133 
 
26  331 – 338;   135 – 152 
 
March 2  153 – 187 
 
4  191 – 214 
 
9  215 246 
 
11 Walls, “John Wesley on the Problem of Evil” READING  PACKET 
 
16  247 – 272 
 
18  275 – 302 
 
23  317 – 329;   339 – 365 
 
25 Thompson, “The Godly and the Good Life”  READING  PACKET 
 
March 29 – 
April 2 
 
READING  WEEK 
 
 
 
6 Walls,  (Hell) 1 – 55 
 
8  57 – 93 
 
13  93 – 93 – 138 
 
15  139 – 159 
 
20 Adams 1 – 43 
 
22  43 – 85 
 
27  86 – 105 
 
29  106 – 151 
 
May 4  155 – 180 
 
6  181 – 208 
 
11 Wolterstorff 7 – 111 
 
13 Conclusion  
 
 
